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Overview
First half: Slides

Create new species articles
Templates, infoboxes, talk page
Correct bias

Upload specimen images from GBIF
Correct species names

Use tools
Adding qualifiers 

Second half: Discussion and 
Questions 

Vitex lucens, 'Pūriri' by Daniel Mackenzie, Public Domain, via Wikimedia Commons

Wikidata

Wikipedia

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Vitexlucens.jpg


Creating your first new article

The Mount Everest of editing!

First article advice

Video giving more detail 

Everest North Face toward Base Camp Tibet 2006 by Luca Galuzzi, CC BY-SA 2.5 , via Wikimedia Commons Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Your_first_article
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NB1aogG1zYM
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Everest_North_Face_toward_Base_Camp_Tibet_Luca_Galuzzi_2006.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5


Notability of species 
All extant species are notable in Wikipedia

Other remaining species, subspecies, hybrids, cultivars, & 
morphs are NOT notable unless they meet other applicable 
guidelines, e.g. general notability guidelines

Fossils are tricky - see the Notability of species talk page

Helpful document (2018) on creating species stub articles
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability_(species)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subspecies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hybrid_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultivars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polymorphism_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:General_notability_guideline
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_talk:Notability_(species)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wA2ITTYxcFacV6rxcmghN72jutS-fg98whdaXccE1tY/edit?usp=sharing


Where to start a new 
Wikipedia article?

Draft space

Enables editors to develop the article
Enables other editors to assist

Enables Articles for Creation review

Edit In Sandbox Icon by Drewmutt, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Drafts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Articles_for_creation
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7b/Edit_In_Sandbox_Icon_-_Color.svg
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Infobox templates for taxa
Follow guidance of WikiProjects

Taxobox template

Speciesbox template

Infraspecies box template

Use another article as a guide

Screenshot of Wikipedia article. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 3.0
Wikipedia

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11mXSS4Aa7oZR2nRpEiccuMHNPj78Vv2us_tKHyCjDXA/edit?tab=t.0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Taxobox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Speciesbox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Infraspeciesbox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clianthus_puniceus
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


Speciesbox template 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Speciesbox

Screenshots of Speciesbox template of Pachycladon exile Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Speciesbox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pachycladon_exile
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Conservation Status

Screenshot of Prumnopitys taxifolia Wikipedia article CC BY-SA 3.0
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prumnopitys_taxifolia
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


Infraspeciesbox template 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Infraspeciesbox

Screenshots of Infraspeciesbox template of Myosotis lyallii subsp. elderi Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Infraspeciesbox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myosotis_lyallii_subsp._elderi
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Other useful templates for NZ species articles

At the top of a species article:

{{Short description|Species of flowering plant}}
{{Use New Zealand English|date=August 2025}}
{{Use dmy dates|date=August 2025}}

To add a quote from an article:

{{Blockquote}}

At the bottom of a species article (above categories):

{{Taxonbar|from=”Wikidata QID for species”}} 
e.g. {{Taxonbar|from=Q53996696}}

Screenshots of drop down menus of Rhinorhynchus rufulus Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0

 {{TemplateName}}

Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Template_index
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Short_description
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Use_New_Zealand_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Use_dmy_dates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Blockquote
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Taxonbar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhinorhynchus_rufulus
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Talk page
Can only be created using Wikisource
For an Australian plant species

{{WikiProject banner shell|class=stub|1=
{{WikiProject Plants|importance=Low}}
{{WikiProject Australia|importance=low |biota=yes}}
}}

For a New Zealand plant species

{{WikiProject banner shell|class=stub|1=
{{WikiProject Plants|importance=Low}}
{{WikiProject New Zealand|importance=low}}
}}

Screenshot of Australian plant article talk page. Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0, Screenshot of New Zealand plant article talk page. Wikimedia Foundation CC BY-SA 4.0 

Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Talk_page_guidelines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talk:Acacia_drummondii
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Be bold!
Join WikiProjects 

Women in Red
Countering systemic bias 

Wikipedia:Guide to addressing bias

Wikipedia:Neutral point of view

Wikipedia:Avoiding bias 

Citation needed template

Correcting bias in Wikipedia

Citation Needed by By Randall Munroe - Wikipedian Protester, CC BY 2.5, via Wikimedia Commons
Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Women_in_Red
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Countering_systemic_bias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Guide_to_addressing_bias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Avoiding_bias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Citation_needed
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Webcomic_xkcd_-_Wikipedian_protester_-_English.svg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Creative_Commons


Edit proactively!
Mitigating AI Bias - the Wikimedian Way

Scholarly article about bias in Wikidata

Bias in Wikidata

Wikidata edit book mark by Jameela P., CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons Wikidata

https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/10/10/mitigating-biases-artificial-intelligences-wikipedian-way/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353863316_Analyzing_Race_and_Country_of_Citizenship_Bias_in_Wikidata
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_edit_book_mark.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Use GBIF to find image link 

Check image is openly licensed 
CC0, CC BY or CC BY-SA

Go to link to download image

Upload to Wiki via Upload Wizard

Uploading images from GBIF

Screenshot of Kew Gardens specimen on GBIF. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. CC BY 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://www.gbif.org/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Uploading_works_by_a_third_party


Editing Gadgets in Preferences for 
Wikimedia Commons

Screenshot of Wikimedia Commons User page, Preferences page and Gadget page. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Edit file information

Screenshot of image in Wikimedia Commons. Wikimedian Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Myosotis_2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Edit structured data

Screenshot of image in Wikimedia Commons. Wikimedian Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Myosotis_2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Move file with justification

Renaming images in WikiCommons

Screenshot of Wikimedia Commons and move request pages. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:File_renaming
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Cat-a-lot tool

Add or remove WikiCommons 
category for an image

Create or edit categories in WikiCommons

Screenshot of Wikicommons image categories. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0 

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Gadget-Cat-a-lot
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Categories#Creating_a_new_category
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Create a WikiCommons category 

Screenshot of draft category in Wikimedia Commons. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Categories#Creating_a_new_category
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Add Wiki markup to category

Screenshot of draft category in Wikimedia Commons. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Add category to Wikidata item for species

Screenshots of Wikidata item for species. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0 Wikidata

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q5485391
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


New Wikimedia Commons category

Wikicommons category for Guioa grandifoliola.  Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Guioa_grandifoliola
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Bulk uploads to Wikimedia Commons

Pattypan

OpenRefine

OpenRefine Wikimedia Commons project by Sandra Fauconnier, CC BY 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Wikimedia 
Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Pattypan
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:OpenRefine/Uploading_files_with_OpenRefine
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:OpenRefine_Wikimedia_Commons_project.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


Useful Wikidata tools

Author disambiguator tool

BHL2Wiki tool

Quickstatements
Youtube video

More Wikidata tools

Screenshot of the Author disambiguator tool. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0 Wikidata

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools/Author_Disambiguator
https://bhl2wiki.herokuapp.com/
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/QuickStatements_3.0/Documentation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0TYQ9LRRTQ
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tools
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Taxon item properties and qualifiers

Model item

Clianthus puniceus

Wikidata for 
Botanists scholarly 

article (2025)

Taxon item properties by Siobhan Leachman and Heidi Meudt, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons
Wikidata

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1616054
https://doi.org/10.1093/aob/mcaf062
https://doi.org/10.1093/aob/mcaf062
https://doi.org/10.1093/aob/mcaf062
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


Example for Taxon name statement

Screenshots of Wikidata item for species. Wikimedia Foundation. CC BY-SA 4.0
Wikidata

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1616054


Thank you by Bill Smith (Cropped) CC BY 2.0 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/byzantiumbooks/27431191333
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/


ANY QUESTIONS?
WikidataWikipedia Wikimedia 

Commons
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